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What is a Shofar? 
Simply put, a shofar is a hollowed animal horn that is blown 

during Rosh Hashanah and on Yom Kippur. In ancient times, the 

shofar was used as a military call, as well as used during the 

anointing process of kings. The shofar is the only surviving 

instrument mentioned in the Torah.  The person sounding the shofar 

is called a ba’al tekiah if a man, a ba’alat tekiah if a woman. A group of players is ba’elei tekiah. Ba’al Tekiah 

literally means “Master of the Blast”. 

What makes a Shofar a Shofar? 
Getting a bit more detailed as to our definition of a shofar, a shofar is a hollowed horn of any kosher 

animal species. The word shofar means “hollow” in Hebrew. This means the horns of sheep, goats and antelopes 

are suitable for becoming shofarot. An example of a kosher animal whose horns are not suitable would be a deer. 

A deer’s antlers, while quite majestic, are not hollow, and therefore unsuitable. Another kosher animal with horns 

that is explicitly prohibited is the cow (as well as all animals closely related such as the ox and buffalo).  This type of 

horn, though beautiful, is verboten because it reminds us of the story of the Golden Calf. Not something you want 

to recall during the High Holidays! 

 The traditional shofar used is made from that of a ram’s horn. It reminds us of the binding of Isaac, when 

G-d provided Abraham with a ram to sacrifice instead of his son.  However, any horn from a kosher animal (again, 

except the cow) is acceptable for use.  As an aside, while the horn must come from a kosher animal, the animal 

does not need to have been ritually slaughtered. Because the shofar is placed on the lips, and not in the mouth, 

the laws of Kashrut do not apply according to most halakhic authorities.  

How is a Shofar Made? 
A raw horn is first boiled to help in the removal of the cartilage. An hour or two of boiling will soften the 

horn and cartilage enough that it will often times come out all in one piece. This leaves a nice hollow chamber.  

Depending on the curviness of a horn, sometimes the end is flattened using heat and pressure. The horn is then 

cleaned, polished and adorned according to the horner’s whim. The penultimate step is to cut the tip of the horn 

off and drill a hole from the cut edge into the hollow chamber of the horn. The mouthpiece is then widened to 

make the horn playable. The shofar is then given some sort of finish (wax, shellac, etc). 

What are the B’rachot for the Shofar? 
The blessing over the shofar is an interesting one. Many of the blessings we have are for actively doing something. 

So it would make sense for the blessing to be over sounding the shofar. However, the mitzvah is not for sounding 

the shofar, but for hearing the shofar!  

 



The blessing is: 

Blessed are you, O G-d, Sovereign of the Universe who 

has sanctified us with commandments and has 

commanded us to hear the voice of the shofar 

Baruch ata Adonai, Elohaynu Melech ha'olam asher 

kidshanu bemitzvotav vetzivanu 

lishmo'ah kol shofar 

 

 
We then follow this blessing with the Shehecheyanu prayer. 

 

What are the Shofar Calls? 
There are 4 sounds the shofar makes: 

 Tekiah - a short blast 

 Sh’varim - 3 mini Tekiahs in a row, lasting as long as a single Tekiah 

 Tr’uah - at least nine staccato blasts in quick succession, also lasting as long as a single Tekiah 

 Tekiah Gedolah – a Tekiah held as long as the ba’al tekiah is able to hold it 

 

 
Sounds are made by buzzing your lips into the mouthpiece. The mouthpiece can be placed wherever it is most 

comfortable on your lips. The mouthpiece of every shofar is different, so it may take some time to get used to a 

particular horn.  

 

 

Finally, any sound from the shofar is acceptable! It’s Elul, let’s have a Blast! 


